
 

 

 

Taking the Oath 
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Research by Eric Saxton 



1641 The names of those which have taken the Protestation according to the command of 

the Parlament in the Parish of East Ilsley 
February 20th 

 
Mr Joseph Barnes  John Downams 
Gyles Pococke   William Woodward 
William Pococke  Thomas Wightwick 
Griffin Mathew  Gyles Pococke 
John Crowdy               Lawrence Pyper 
Lawrence Pyper  Mathew Chaunceller 
John Moore   Henry Ambrosse 
John Ambrose   William Ambrosse 
Walter Brooker  Richard Stevens 
Dennis Chauncellour  Henry Ambrose 
Thomas Church  John Clarke 
Henry Symson               Walter Brooker 
John Ambrosse  Nicholas Foster 
Dennis Stevens  James Foster 
Thomas Sussex  Thomas Withers 
Robert Ayres   Henry Browne 
John Lovegrove  Lawrence Ambrose 
Henry Bartholmew  Richard Johnson 
John Baker   John Cooper 
John Browne   William Slimer 
[Rodulph?] Gray  Richard Bashly 
John Baker   William Bennet 
William Gray   William Holmes 
John Champion  Francis Yeates 
John Brooker   Thomas Swift 
Robert Weston  Thomas Harris 
William Maslin  Gyles Wastall 
Dennis Chaundler  Nicholas Chaunceller 
Benjamin Pinker  James Maskall 
John Ambrose   John Barefoote 
John Holloway  John Manfeild 
Thomas Whitwicke  Francis Deacon 
Thomas Wastall  Robert Stevens 
John Wastall   John Able 
John Foster   Anthony Ayres 
Thomas Ashcombe  Oliver Geering 
Thomas Portlucke  Edward Clement 
Anthony Cooper 
James Pottinger   The names of those which have  
John Ashcombe                                                         refused the Protestation 
Richard Deacon 
John Clarke      John Boulton        recusants 
John Cobbs      Henry Huet 
Edward Harris 
William Clarke 
Richard Clarke  
 
The Protestation Returns are the closest record we have to a census from 1642. ... By order of the 
House of Commons, all adult men were asked to swear an oath of allegiance to the Protestant 
religion in 1642. Their names were duly inscribed in a list in each parish, and the list sent back to 
Parliament. 



In May 1641, reacting to scares, rumours of plots and anxiety 

that the Protestant reformation was in danger of being undone, 

a 10-man committee of the House of Commons, in the Long 

Parliament, was appointed to draft a national declaration. It 

was the first of three oaths of loyalty imposed by the Long 

Parliament, between May 1641 and September 1643. The 

others were the Vow and covenant and the Solemn League and 

Covenant.[4]  

All males above the age of 18 were asked to sign the 

declaration by order of the House of Commons, all adult men 

were asked to swear the oath to the Protestant religion. In each 

parish, their names were inscribed in a list and sent back to 

parliament. Typically a local official wrote out all the names, 

although in some areas the signees wrote their own names.  

  Parliament sitting 1640 

The declaration, or Protestation, read:  

I, _ A.B. _ do, in the presence of Almighty God, promise, vow, and protest to 

maintain, and defend as far as lawfully I may, with my Life, Power and Estate, the 

true Reformed Protestant religion, expressed in the Doctrine of the Church of 

England, against all Popery and Popish Innovations, within this Realm, contrary to the 

same Doctrine, and according to the duty of my Allegiance, to His Majesties Royal 

Person, Honour and Estate, as also the Power and Privileges of Parliament, the lawful 

Rights and Liberties of the Subjects, and any person that maketh this Protestation, in 

whatsoever he shall do in the lawful Pursuance of the same: and to my power, and as 

far as lawfully I may, I will oppose and by all good Ways and Means endeavour to 

bring to condign Punishment all such as shall, either by Force, Practice, Councels, 

Plots, Conspiracies, or otherwise, doe any thing to the contrary of any thing in this 

present Protestation contained: and further, that I shall, in all just and honourable 

ways, endeavour to preserve the Union and Peace betwixt the Three Kingdoms of 

England, Scotland and Ireland: and neither for Hope, Fear, nor other Respect, shell 

relinquish this Promise, Vow and Protestation.  

It was taken by the members of the House of Commons on 3 May 1641. The following day 

the Protestant peers in the House of Lords also swore it. Subsequently on 18 January 1642, 

perhaps prompted by the King’s attempt on 4 January to arrest the Five Members of 

parliament, the Speaker, William Lenthall, sent out a letter to the effect that all males of 

eighteen or over should take the oath. The idea was that those that refused to take the oath 

would be presumed to be Catholics and so unfit to hold office in Church or state. In fact it 

was not a particularly effective way of distinguishing Catholics from Protestants, as in some 

areas Catholics took the oath with reservations concerning their religion, and others that were 

known from recusancy lists, appeared on the returns.  
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   The Oath of Allegiance 1642 

The decree about the oath of protestation was passed by Parliament on 3rd May 1641, and it was on 

18th January 1642 that the letter was sent out to the effect that all males of 18 or over should take the 

oath of allegiance to King Charles I and the Church of England.  Anyone who refused to swear the oath 

was disqualified from holding public office, and assumed to be a Catholic (which was not always the 

case). 

On the facsimile of the list of names for East 

Ilsley is the date 1641 and 20th February. The 

reason for this apparent inconsistency is that the 

year actually started on Lady Day (March 25) 

until 1752, a century later.  

So it was that on 20th of February, 1642, In East 

Ilsley, a total of 86 men were required to take the 

oath.  

There are 54 different surnames on the list with 
several recurring, suggesting relations, e.g. 
Father/son/cousin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The name John Ambrosse appears three times, 
and Henry Ambrosse, John Baker, Walter 
Brooker, John Clarke, Gyles Pococke, Laurence 
Pyper, and Thomas Whightwick all appear twice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Of the 86, only two persons, John Boulton and 

Henry Huet, refused and were branded as 

recusants.  

 
 
 
 



Sources used in researching the names 
 
Parish Registers of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials. 
 
The list, compiled by local officials in the parish, records the names of males in East 

Ilsley, over the age of eighteen in 1642, who took the required oath of allegiance and 

those who refused. To find out more about these named persons, a primary source is 

the Parish Registers. Those aged 18 or over in 1642, would all have been born before 

1624. This is too early for most of them to be found in the baptismal registers, 

although they could appear there as parents of a younger generation. 

We have the Bishop’s Transcripts of East Ilsley Parish Registers from 1608 to 1637, 

and the Parish Registers from 1653 onwards. The 16 year gap can be attributed to the 

upheaval of the Civil War and the Commonwealth. 

As those on the list were eighteen or over, any baptisms recorded in the Bishop’s 

Transcripts, between 1608 and 1624, would give the names of children and their 

parents who might still be alive in 1642, unless they had moved away or died in the 

meantime. 

The Parish Registers recording burials will rule out those who died before 1642, but 

after that date some on the list may not have died until the end of the century, but by 

then the youngest of them would be 76 years old. 

Parish registers from neighbouring parishes, e.g. Compton have also proved useful.  

Wills 

A second source is wills made in the decade or so after 1642, by people named in the 

list. They are also a source of additional data of family members, and others, in 

bequests and provide clues to relationships, occupations, and possessions.  

The names of several of those in the list also appear in wills made before 1642.  

We have wills made by about 10 of the actual persons named on the list, but there are 
many more whose names are mentioned in other peoples’ wills.  
 
Hearth Tax returns for East Ilsley 1663and 1664 

Some of the people named in 1642 were still living twenty or so years later. This list 

regarding payment of hearth tax gives clues to the status of certain individuals, and 

also shows some of those who were excused the tax because they lived in very low-

rent housing or were on poor relief. 

 
 
All recorded events, baptisms, marriages, and burials, in the following pages, took place 
in East Ilsley unless otherwise stated. 
 
 



John Able 
 
No records available. There is no instance of the surname Able or Abel in East Ilsley registers. 
 
A John Abell was baptized 1st January 1587 at Fugglestone, St Peter, a small village between Wilton 
and Salisbury, Wiltshire, which no longer exists. This is the example closest to East Ilsley found so far, 
very unlikely, but possible. 
 
John Ambrosse (this name appears three times in the document). 
 
Of the three persons named John Ambrose who were living in East Ilsley in 1642, one is almost 
certainly John, son of John, baptized on 6th April 1616. Another is his father, John the elder, who 
could still have been living in 1642 as there is no record of his death. There are no BMD records for 
East Ilsley between 1637 and 1653, a period which included the English Civil War and the 
Commonwealth.  
 
It is believed that during this period John junior married a Jone Barie of Blewbury 18th February 1640 
and had four children, one of whom was named John, but there are no records to substantiate the 
births or where they took place, except that these four children are mentioned in his will. He had 
another child, born in 1654 who died aged five.  
 
John the elder is mentioned in the wills of Thomas Nutfielde(1628), Richard Holloway (1630), and 
Steven Smyth (1638), as overseer and witness. 

1628               1630 

Examples of the signature of John Ambrose the elder 

John the younger made his will in 1676. His occupation was ‘plowmaker’. (His son, also John, was a 
beneficiary and witness, but would have been a small child in 1642, if indeed he had been born by 
then) John the younger was a witness to the wills of John Champeon (1662)Ann Bartholomew (1666), 
Katherine Church (1667 and John Blagrane (1670).  
 
Records show he had two taxable hearths in 1663-4.  
 

1662         1666 

1667      1676 

Examples of the signature of John Ambrose the younger, including that on his will in 1676 

The mark of John Ambrose son of John the younger to witness his father’s    

will 1676 shows he was not as literate as his father. 

When he was buried in 1676 the occupation of John Ambrose the younger was given as ‘wheeler’. 
 
There are no records of a third John Ambrose of the right age at present. 
 



Henry Ambrosse 
 
This is either the son of William, baptized 6th February 1615, or the son of John the elder, baptized 12th 
August 1621. 
 
 Another Henry Ambrose is mentioned in the will of Richard Coxe (1612). This is a third possibility. 
 
Lawrence Ambrosse 
 
Is another son of John the elder, baptized 15th November 1618. 
 
William Ambrosse 
 
There are three possibilities here. 
 
William Ambrose the elder was a churchwarden in 1614. He was a beneficiary of the will of Edward 
Foster in (1606), and also the overseer and witness of the will of Joanna Pyper (1613). 
 
William Ambrose the elder had four children baptized, Jone, 28th March 1612, and William the 
younger baptized 22nd August 1614, Henry 1615, and Francis 1617.   
 
Or William Ambrose, son of John the elder, baptized 16th December 1612. 
 
We can possibly discount the first two, as it is believed that William the elder moved with his wife and 
family to West Ilsley where he added another four children to his family between 1618 and 1628. It 
was either William the elder or his son who is named as overseer on the protestation list for West 
Ilsley. 
 
William Ambrose, son of John, was a witness, as was his father, to the will of Steven Smyth (1638). So 
it is likely that he is the one named on the list for East Ilsley. 
 
William, son of John was buried 25th April 1659. 
 
In 1663/4 a William Ambrose is recorded as a churchwarden who had two taxable hearths. 
 
John Ashcombe  
 
A John Ashcombe, son of Thomas, was baptized at Garsington, Oxon, 9th September 1585. 
 
A John Ashcombe was buried 25th April 1672. 
 
Thomas Ashcombe 
 
This could be the Thomas Ashcombe who was witness to the will of Jone Stimpe in 1598, and was a 
churchwarden in 1616. 
 
A Thomas Ashcom married Mary Davis at West Ilsley 20th July 1601 
 
Or it could be the Thomas Ashcom who married Mary Ambrose in 1660 in East Ilsley, and had 3 
children baptized 1660-4. 
 
Anthony Ayres 
 
Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
But a Anthonie Ayers was baptized at East Shefford, Berks, 30th January 1621. 
 
There are two Ayers in the Little Shefford list, Robert and John. 
 
 
 
 



Robert Ayres 
 
Robert Ayres married Katherine (Kathern, Kathorine) Chandler 27th November 1634. 
 
Robert Ayres is mentioned in the will of his father-in-law Dyonys Chaundler. He receives twelve 
pence. His children Robert and Edward each receive four pounds each. His daughter Katherine 
receives a quarter of all his goods.  
 
John Baker (This name appears twice in the document). 
 
John Baker was witness to the will of John Foster (1596). He is also mentioned in the will of William 
Foster (1602). He married Phillis Richardson 12th August 1616. 
 
The name John Baker is also recorded in the Compton and West Ilsley lists.  
 
John Barfoote 
 
Mary d/o John Barfoote baptized 4th June 1660 
 
John Barfoote married Brigget Yeates 1st December 1664 
 
It would seem that John Barfoote and daughter, Mary, and the widow of Francis Yeates, with her 
two young children aged 10 and 4, were both  living in relatively poor conditions with one hearth 
apiece that was exempt from tax when the Hearth Tax Returns were compiled on 24th October 1664, 
and that they married shortly afterwards.  
 
Brigget d/o John and Brigget baptized 20th January 1666. 
 
Joseph Barnes, Rector 
 
Joseph Barnes, Rector of East Ilsley made his will (1670), and was witness 
to the will of Dennis Stevens (1651). He was buried 2nd March 1670. 
Joseph Barnes was sequestered during the Commonwealth in 1654. He was 
forced to leave the parish with his wife and seven children and suffered 
great hardship. He had been attacked by a local Zealot, one Edmund Allen, 
who, coming out of the Lamb Inn threatened him and broke his leg with a 
kick. 
Joseph was able to return eventually in 1661 
 
Henry Bartholomew 
 
Henry was buried 18th November 1656. 
 
Richard Bashly 
 
Richard Basely had two children baptized, Mary (31st Jan 1654) and Robert (20th September 1660. He  
had one hearth which was exempt from tax in 1663/4, which suggests he was living in basic 
accommodation or received Poor relief. He was buried as a pauper 15th February 1691. 
 
William Bennet 
 
Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
But three possible William Bennet’s were baptized 13th June 1610, (Sutton Courtney), 21st September 
1618 (Wantage), and 29th June 1620 (Brightwell, Berks). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                            John Boulton (did not take the oath) 
 
John Boulton was witness to the will of John Gissett (1595), overseer and beneficiary in the will of 
Edward Foster (1606), and overseer to the will of William Pyper (1607). 

    The signature of John Bolton 1589                                          
 
There are five children credited to John Bo[u]lton, a son, John, baptized 4th November 1620, a 
daughter Marie, 10th February 1621, (a John Bolton was buried 20th May 1622, possibly the son), 
William son of John Boulton was baptized 6th December 1628, and Steven and Margaret baptized 25th 
April 1634 children of John and Alice Bolton. 
 
Burial for a John Bolton and 4th October 1665. 
 
John Brooker 
 
This could be either John, son of John, baptized 17th February 1612, or his father. 
 
The elder John was witness to the will of Jone Stimpe (1598). He was also the executor of his mother’s 
will in 1617. 
 
There are two burials for a John Brooker, 13th August 1661, and 14th July 1663. It is not clear which 
belonged to either. 
 
Walter Brooker (this name appears twice in the document). 
 
Walter Brooker married Margaret Moore 9th February 1634, and they had a son, John the following 
year. Walter was a beneficiary of his mother’s will in 1617. It is possible he had a son, born during the 
period when there were no records kept (1637 and 1653) He, or his son, was a witness at the marriage 
of John Campion in 1656. 
 

 The signature of Walter Brooker 1666 

 
There are two Walter Brookers recorded in the Hearth Tax accounts (1663/4), one of whom is titled 
‘Junior’. It is Walter junior who seems to be better off, having three hearths. The other Walter Brooker 
has one. 
 
There are two burials for a William Brooker, 1st Feb 1667, and a pauper burial 25th July 1684. 
 
Henry Browne  
 
Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
But a Henry Browne was baptized 6th June 1619 at St Mary, Reading. 
 
John Browne 
 
John Browne was baptized at East Ilsley 1st May 1617. His parents were not named. He was buried 16th 
December 1661 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John Champion 
 
John Champion was married to Anne, daughter of John Moore, yeoman. In John Moore’s will, made 

the year after the protestation, he mentions his daughter, Anne, who was married to John Champion. 

He leaves her 12 pence, and each of her children, Anne, John, Jone, and William, £5 apiece when they 

reach the age of 21. From this it is clear that John Junior, who made his own will in 1662, could not 

have been the one named in the list, but his father. 

John Champion junior married Jone Cob 31st March 1656. The marriage was witnessed by John 

Ambrose and Walter Brooker. 

In his will John Champion junior leaves a bequest to his father, who was obviously still living in 1662, 

also to his father’s children, his wife, and his own child. Sadly none of these are named, and the child’s 

sex is not given. John Junior had a child, Jone baptized who died in 1658, and another by the same 

name born in 1659 who also died within a year, he then had a daughter, Ann, in 1661 who is perhaps 

the child referred to in his will. 

 The mark of John Champeon on his will 1662 

Mathew Chaunceller 
 
A Mathew Chaunceller is mentioned in the will of Jone Stimpe (1598). He was married to her  
daughter, Joane,  and had children who were beneficiaries in the will. One of the children (who were 
not named) may have been Dennis.  

 

The signature of Matthew Chanseller 1589   

 
A second Mathew Chaunceller, who was the son of Dennis, had four children baptized between 1653 
and 1658. The first three died in infancy. A Margaret Chaunceller died in 1658.she was possibly the 
wife of Mathew. He is also a beneficiary in the will of his uncle, Laurence King (1629). 
 
It is not known when the elder Mathew  died. It is more likely that it is the younger Mathew who is 
mentioned in the document. 
 
Dennis Chaunceller carpenter 
 
Dennis Chaunceller is mentioned as a beneficiary in the will of his brother-in-law Laurence King 
(1629), he is also mentioned in the will of John Moore (1643).  
 
Buried 22nd July 1657. His wife, Elizabeth was buried in 1665. 
 
Nicholas Chaunceller  
 
Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
But a Nicholas Chaunceller was baptized 23rd November 1606 at Studham, Beds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dennis Chaundler  
 
In East Ilsley parish registers and in two wills of the period, there are eight variations in the spellings 

of the name Dennis. They are, Denis, Dennys, Deonisse, Dionise, Dionisse, Dioise, Dyonise, and 

Dyonys. There are also two spellings of the surname, Chandler and Chaundler. 

Dyonys or Dennis Chaundler was clearly an important and well-known local landowner. He made his 

will six years after the protestation and in spite of his desire to be buried ‘in the churchyard of 

Aldworth’, he was later buried at East Ilsley when he died in 1657. His attachment to Aldworth is 

understandable as it was there that Dennys Chandler was baptized 1st September 1583. 

It would seem that the wife named in his will was Mary Brooker whom he married in 1636. A child, 

Anne, daughter of Dennis and Marie Chandler was baptized 14th October 1637 and sadly buried the 

following January. 

The three children named in the will are obviously from a previous marriage. Only two were baptized 

in East Ilsley. Research shows that, of the three, Katherine (Catherine), was baptized at Aldworth 30th 

January 1614. Two more children, Elizabeth and Thomas, were baptized there before that in 1608 and 

1612. These are not mentioned in the will. 

There is a marriage of a Deonisse Chandler to a Jane Rainowlds( Reynolds) at Little Wittenham 16th 

February 1606, which could possibly be the first marriage. The marriage was followed by six children 

born between 1608 and 1622, with a move to East Ilsley around 1615. A Jane Chandler died in London 

in 1622. 

Dionise Chandler was a witness to the will of William Pyper (1607) 

  The signature of Dionise Chaundler 1607 

Dioise Chandler was a churchwarden in 1635. 

Dennis Chandler’s daughter, Katherine, married Robert Ayres, 27th November 1634, and his 

daughter, Joane, married Thomas Whitwicke. 

Buried 25th June 1657. 
 
Thomas Church 
 
Thomas was executor of the will of Joanna Pyper (1613) 
Buried24th September 1656 
 
John Clarke, [butcher?] (this name appears twice in the document). 
 
John son of William Clarke baptized 23rd January 1617 
 
John Clerke had two children baptized, John 26th August 1621, and William 1st January 1621. 
 
John Clarke was a beneficiary, as son-in-law, in the will of Steven Smyth (1638). 
 
John Clarke, butcher, made a will in 1667. In it he mentions his wife, Elizabeth, a daughter, also 
Elizabeth, a son, Lawrence, a brother, Richard, and three ‘kinsmen’ Lawrence, John, and William 
Clarke. Buried 21st July 1667. His wife buried 28th August 1667 
A John and William Clarke are also recorded in the Compton list, and another John in West Ilsley. 
 
 



Richard Clarke 
 
Richard Clarke had two children baptized 1635 and 1637 
 
Richard is a beneficiary of his brother’s will in 1667. 
 
A Richard Clarke, butcher, is mentioned in the wills of Thomas Sussicks (1686), and Lawrence Piper 
(1697). 
 
William Clarke 
 
William Clerke was the father of John Clerke baptized 23rd Jan 1617. 
 
A William Clarke was a beneficiary (as kinsman) of the will of John Clarke (1667) 
 
Edward Clement  
 
No records available. Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
But an Edward Clement was baptized 5th May 1604 at Wantage, Berks. 
 
John Cobbs 
 
John & Jane Cobb had a son, John, baptized 4th May 1636. Their daughter, Joane, baptized 23rd July 
1631, later married John Champion junior. John senior is the one listed in 1642.   
 
John Cobb had one untaxed hearth in 1664. 
 
John senior was buried, a pauper, 1680. His widow Jane was buried, 1688. Their son John was buried, 
a pauper, 1698. 
 
Anthony Cooper 
 
Anthony Cooper married Ann Hall 12th November 1637. Buried 13th June 1664. 
 
John Cooper 
 
Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
But a John Cooper was baptized 5th November 1615 at Aldworth, Berks. 
 
John Crowdy 
 
John Crowdy was the overseer and witness on two wills, Dyonys Chaundler (1648), and Dennis 
Stevens (1651). 
 
Francis Deacon 
 
Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
 
Richard Deacon 
 
Richard Deacon married Elizabeth Hopkins 23rd November 1636. They were the parents of Francis, 
born the following year, and who died in 1657. He would be too young to be the Francis named above. 
 
Beneficiary in the will of Katherin Church 1667. 
 

In the next 100 years the Deacon family grew to be the most populous in East Ilsley and there were 

several generations of ‘collarmakers’ (horse collars) and harness makers. It may well be that this 

trade, or something similar started with the Deacons named here. 

 



John Downhams 

 
A John Downham had three children baptized, Ann (“5th  Jan 1608), Marie (12th Jan 1615), and John 
(20th July 1618).  
 
John Downham married Jone Iberie 26th November 1612. 
 
A John Downham was buried 13th Dec 1617. 
 
John Downham had four children buried, William (6th June 1656), Anne (14th May 1658), Richard 
(22nd May 1658), Anne (4th July 1658), and Anne his wife (19th Dec 1658). 
 
A John Downhams buried 1664 
 
A John Downham, pauper, was buried 1701 
 
James Foster 
 
James Foster senior was a beneficiary of the will of his mother, Maryan Foster (1594). He was 
overseer to the will of John Foster (1597), and is mentioned in the will of Margaret Crypps (1599). He 
was Executor and beneficiary of his brother William’s will in 1602. It is assumed that he had died by 
1642, but there is no record. 
 
The James Foster on the list is most likely the son of James Foster senior who was baptized 23rd 
September 1617 
 
John Foster 
 
John son of James Foster junior baptized 3rd November 1617 
 
A John Foster married Alice May 4th October 1615.  (Victualler) 
Thomas son of John Foster the younger was baptized 14th April 1615. 
 
A John Foster is named in seven wills from 1594 to 1667. These are obviously not all the same person, 
and some will have died by 1642. In the will of Maryan Foster (1594) her son, was executor, overseer, 
and beneficiary. 
 

  The mark of John Foster 1629 

Nicholas Foster 
 
Nicholas son of James Foster the elder baptized 4th February 1615 
 
Oliver Geering  
 
Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
But an Oliver Gearinge was baptized 18th January 1623, at Shrivenham, Berks. 
 
Rodulph Gray 
 
Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
But a Rudolph Gray was baptized 16th December 1604 at South Perrott, Dorset. 
 
 
 
 
 



William Gray 
 
William Gray of East Ilsley married Elizabeth Falwell of Tilehurst 9th February 1623, at Compton. 

 In his will Thomas Nutfielde (23rd April 1628) describes William Gray as his son-in-law, which would 

suggest that William was married to his daughter. If so, it is surprising that she is not mentioned in 

the will, but is conspicuous by her absence. 

At this time the term son-in-law could also refer to a stepson or adopted son. For instance, if Thomas 

Nutfielde had married William’s widowed mother and took on her children, they would legally be his.  

There is no reference in the will to a wife of Thomas Nutfielde, and there is no evidence that he had 

children of his own. He may even have been a bachelor who had adopted William for some other 

reason. 

At the time of the making of the will, William Gray was married with at least two children, Elizabeth 

and John, although no reference is made to his wife. This would fit with the marriage at Compton.  

There are two children attributed to William and Elizabeth in East Ilsley, John (1631) and Martin 

(1634) both of these were baptized after the will had been made and do not correspond with the 

children named in the will, who would have been born before 1628. 

  The signature of William Graye 1630 

Elizabeth Gray was buried 7th January 1635. 

Thomas Nutfielde was buried 7th April 1636. 

A William Gray married Ann Hill 9th February 1636. 
 
An Elizabeth Graye was buried at Compton 23rd December 1638. 
 
Edward Harris 
 
Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
But an Edward Harris was baptized 27th May 1622 at Oxford, St Mary Magdalen, Oxon. 
There were also other baptisms bearing the same name, 9th February 1607 (Ascott under Wychwood, 
Oxon), and September 1608 (Westcote Barton, Oxon). 
 
Thomas Harris 
 
Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
But a Thomas Harris was baptized 7th August 1614 at Hanwell, Oxon. 
 
John Holloway 
 
Beneficiary.  in the will of his father Richard Holloway (1630). He may have been brother-in-law to 
Laurence Piper. 

    The mark of John Hollowaye 1628 
 
 



William Holmes 
 
Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
But a William Holmes was baptized 8th April 1615 at Compton, Berks. He was the son of Richard and 
Christian Holmes. His elder and younger brothers, Richard and Thomas are on the protestation list 
for Compton. 
 
                                                                                                              Henry Huet (did not take the oath) 
 
Henry Huet married Elizabeth Sutton 29th September 1617, and a son, Henry who was baptized on 
20th August the following year. Just ten days later a Henry Huet was buried. Almost certainly this was 
the infant son, rather than the father, as a further two children attributed to Henry were baptized in 
1622 and 1628. Later three more children of Henry and Elizabeth were baptized between 1631 and 
1636. There is no record of his death and so it is assumed that it was this Henry whose name appears 
on the list. 
 
Richard Johnson 
 
Richard, son of Edward Johnson was baptized 9th January 1612. He later married Anne Turrell of 
Streatley in 1655. 
 
John Lovegrove, grocer 
 
There is no record of a marriage for John Lovegrove in East Ilsley, but a John Lovegrove married 
Elizabeth Seward at St Mary’s, Reading on 3rd February, 1630. 
 
There are two baptisms of children attributed to John and Elizabeth in East Ilsley, John in 1634 and 
Ambrose in 1636. 
 
When John Lovegrove made a will in 1678, he mentions his wife, Elizabeth and two sons, Richard and 
Ambrose, and a grandson. His son, John is not mentioned in his will.  
 
John was buried 9th September 1684, and his widow, Elizabeth, four years later in 1688. 
 
John Manfield  
 
No records available. There is no instance of the surname Manfield in East Ilsley registers. 
 
William Maslin 
 
William and Ellin Maslin had two children baptized, Anne 12th September 1622, and William 19th April 
1631. 
 
James Maskall 
 
No records available. Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
 
Griffin Mathew 
 
Griffinus Matthew was baptized 12th March 1614 at Hampstead Norris, Berks. 
Griffin Mathew married Ann Pococke 13th February 1636. 
 
There are seven or eight Matthews on the Hampstead Norris list, almost certainly relatives of Griffin. 
There is also a William Matthew recorded in the Compton list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John Moore 
 
John Mores was a churchwarden in 1622. He was a beneficiary and witness to two wills, Elizabeth 
Pyper (1589), and John Gissett (1595). He made his own will in 1643, where he describes himself as a 
yeoman.  
 
Benjamin Pinker 
 
Benjamin Pinker is mentioned in two wills, WilliamPococke (1663), and Lawrence Piper (1697). 
Benjamin and his wife had five children baptized in East Ilsley,  
 

Gyles Pococke, yeoman, (this name appears twice in the 
document). 
 
Gyles senior is listed as a churchwarden in 1622. 
Gyles Pococke made his will in 1648 but his death was not 
recorded until 1663. His son Gyles, who was baptized 14th October 
1621, was a beneficiary in, and executor of, his father’s will in1648. 
It is likely that both father and son are on the document. 
 
It is plain from the will that Gyles owned much property and land 
in East Ilsley, Thatcham and Chieveley and elsewhere. 
 
William Pococke 
 
Like his brother, William Pococke owned considerable property 
and land in East Ilsley. 
He was mentioned in two wills, John Foster (1596) and Steven 
Smyth (1638). He made his own will in 1663. He is the brother of 
Gyles Pococke the elder. 

      
William Pococke signed each separate page of his will in 1663 

Thomas Portlucke 
 
A Thomas Purtlacke the son of Richard was baptized at Compton 21st May 1597. He would have been 
aged 51 in 1642.  
 
His brother, Richard, married a Frances North in 1641, and he is mentioned in the protestation list for 
Compton. They had five children mentioned in the will of Marryan Poffley 1656. In it she describes 
herself as a ‘widow, being ancient in years and weak in body’. There is an obvious connection, as she 
made several bequests to the Purtlocke family. No record has been found of a marriage for Marryan 
Poffley and so her maiden name is not known. It could have been’ North’, as she describes her 
executor as ‘my loving brother, John North’, but this could also be read as brother-in-law. Her maiden 
name could also have been Purtlocke. 
 
The Thomas Purtlacke who was born in Compton in 1597 was the uncle of the children mentioned in 
the will. He is most likely to be the one named in the list. 
 
Christian, daughter of Thomas and Jone Portlucke baptized 31st December 1637. 
 
James Pottinger 
 
No records available. Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
There are several Pottengers in the Compton list. 
 



Lawrence Pyper (this name appears twice in the document). 
 
Lawrence Pyper, son of Lawrence, (a churchwarden), was baptized 24th July 1615. 
 
Lawrence senior was a beneficiary in the will of Edward Foster (1606), and that of his father, William 
Pyper (1607).  

The signature of William Pyper father of Lawrence, on his will in 1607 

It is likely that it was Lawrence senior who was overseer, beneficiary in the will of Richard Holloway 
(1630). 
 
Lawrence junior is mentioned in the will of Marryan Poffley (1656). 
 
The will of a Lawrence Pyper, carpenter, (1667) refers to a grandson, also Lawrence. 
 
Lawrence , yeoman,  made his will in 1697. He refers to ‘my now wife’ Elizabeth, and to three 
daughters, one of whom is married. Buried 2nd October 1697. 
 
William Slimer 
 
No records available. There is no instance of the surname Slimer in East Ilsley registers. 
 
Dennis Stevens 
 
Dennis Stevens made his undated will about 1651. He must have died before 1658 when the will was 
proved, but there is no record of a burial in East Ilsley. He left his eldest son his house and eleven 
acres of arable land. 
 
Richard Stevens 
 
Richard Stevens is mentioned in three wills, John Gissett (1595), Dennis Stevens (1651), and William 
Pococke (1663).  
 
Robert Stevens 
 
Buried 5th February 1662 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thomas Sussex 
 
Thomas Sussex had two children baptized, Anne, 28th April 1615, and Thomas, 7th July 1617. 
 
A Thomas Sussex was buried 30th May 1635. This is possibly Thomas the elder. 
 
Thomas the younger is mentioned as son-in law, and beneficiary in the will of Dyonys Chaundler 
(1648). He also appears in the wills of John Champeon (1662), as overseer, and Anne Bartholomew 
(1666), as executor. 

 

Two signatures of Thomas Sussex 1666 and 1667 
 

It is thought that Thomas the younger was a blacksmith by trade. 
The Sussex family were local blacksmiths for several generations 
around this time. It is entirely likely that he was responsible for 
making the original church clock mechanism. 
 
In East Ilsley there is the story, that to mark the rebuilding or 

restoration of the tower in 1625, the rector, Richard Wightwick, 

gave the tenor bell, and two years afterwards a local blacksmith 

made the church clock which struck the hour on this bell. 

However, this clock, which was replaced in 1885, dates from after 

1670. Its construction suggests that it was certainly made by a blacksmith rather than a clockmaker. 

Thomas Swift 
 
There is no instance of the surname  Swift in East Ilsley registers. 
But a Thomas Swift was baptized in December 1623 at Northleigh, Oxon. 
 
Henry Symson 
 
No records available. Not mentioned in East Ilsley registers. 
But a Henry Symson was baptized 7th July 1604 at Cuddesdon, Oxon. 
     
Gyles Wastall 
 
Gyles, son of Thomas Wastell baptized 19th August 1621 
 
John Wastall 
 
There are several possibilities for John Wastall.  
The father of John baptized 17th February 1663. 
The father of John baptized 10th march 1663,  
And the father of Elizabeth baptized 18th February 1665. 
 
A John Wastell son of Edward and Ann was a beneficiary in the will of Katherin Church (1667). 
 
There were three burials of a John Wastell, 16th Nov 1657, s/o John, 6th June 1675, and 19th 1682, 
pauper. It is not known which of these corresponds with the baptismal records. 
 
Thomas Wastall 
 
Thomas had two children baptized, Anne, 3rd August 1616, and Gyles 19th August 1621 
 



Robert Weston 
 
Robert had a son, William baptized 17th March 1615, and a daughter, Maria 12th May 1617. He was a 
churchwarden in 1621.  
 
He was a witness to the wills of Steven Smyth (1638), and Dyonys Chaundler (1648). 
 
N.B. A Robert Weston died in 1635. 
 
Thomas Wightwicke (this name appears twice in the document). 
 
Thomas was the son-in-law of Dyonys Chaundler. married to his daughter, Joanne Chaundler. Their 
children, John and Jane both receive legacies of five pounds in their grandfather’s will, (1648) to be 
paid when they reach the respective ages of eighteen and twenty one. Thomas received twelve pence 
and Joanne received a quarter of her father’s estate. 
 
A Thomas Whightwicke was witness to the will of Richard Wightwicke (1629). 
 
Thomas Withers 
 
There is no instance of the surname Withers in East Ilsley registers. 
But a Thomas Withers was baptized 18th October 1615 at St Mary Reading Berks. 
Also 30th September 1610 (Stanford in the Vale, Berks) and 11th August 1618 (Berks). 
 
William Woodward 
 
Buried 8th June 1683, a pauper. 
 
Francis Yeates 
 
Francis had two children baptized, Jane, 2nd October 1654, and William, 23rd March 1656. 
He was buried 4th April 1660. 


