East Ilsley’s New Bypass

On 22nd April 1965 the Newbury Weekly News
announced that there was “sheer delight” at the news that
work had at last started, after years of delay, on the bypass
for the much-battered village of East Ilsley, scarred with
the remains of numerous serious accidents. Rev. D. P.
King, rector and parish council chairman, said that
everybody felt “we shall become a village again”.

At a cost of around £400,000 the new bypass was planned
to run from the Newbury/Oxford Road south of the
~ Fidler’s Lane junction and rejoin the trunk road near the
bottom of Gore Hill.

The new dual carriageway road would measure 1.7 miles
long. Each carriageway would be 24 feet wide with a
central reservation 15 feet wide. There would be 12-foot verges on both sides.

Side roads would be diverted or lowered to pass under the new road. On the west side
the Stanmore Road was to be diverted northwards to join the West Ilsley road and
taken under the bypass. Slip roads would be constructed on the northbound and
southbound carriageways.

The reason for the new road was to take traffic
away from the narrow winding and often
heavily congested A34 Winchester to Preston
trunk road which up until now had passed
through the centre of the village.

Proposals were made for a bypass as early as
1936, well before the Second World War, but
the scheme was subject to delay upon delay. It
was evident as traffic increased and accidents
occurred more often that something had to be
done. Between October 1962 and June 1964,
there were 17 incidents involving injury and B o o
death. The old road looking south

On Dec 2214, 1964, the local MP, Mr. Airey Neave, incensed by the continued delay,
together with the concern of the Parish Council, asked the minister in Parliament when
work was likely to start, to which the minister, Mr. Tom Fraser stated, “I expect work
to start in the early Spring.”

So it was that in April 1965 the machinery started to arrive on site to begin work.



The bulldozers move in End of June 1965

The work progressed steadily throughout the summer and autumn of 1965 and a wide
white band of chalk was exposed across this local area of the Berkshire Downs.
Familiar views were to disappear and new vistas opened. The whole operation was
followed closely by East Ilsley villagers and a pictorial record was made by the late Bob
Moulton, who took many dozens of photographs charting the progress.

By July 1965 contractors had etched out the route and made cuttings 19 feet deep and
built embankments 20 feet high for the new road.

Cutting through Puzzle Hill, 19th September 1965 New top of Puzzle Hill

July 1965 the Sun public house was demolished as part of improvements and the
widening of Fidler’s lane.
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In September 1965, work started on the construction of the 48-foot span, reinforced
concrete bridge, that was to carry the bypass over the West Ilsley road, with the raising
of the concrete supports.

19th September in the morning 19th September in the evening

6th November 1965 3oth December 1965

In late December 1965, with the supports finished, a large crane began putting pre-
stressed concrete beams on the bridge. 50 of these beams were needed and they were
brought, seven at a time, from the manufacturer at Abingdon on low loaders. Each
journey would take about an hour and a half and T
presented more of a problem for the contractors than
placing them in position when they arrived. The
whole operation took about a week.

The western carriageway was opened to two-way
traffic on 18th May 1966 in time for Whitsun,
bringing peace and quiet to the High Street, so long
affected by the tension of living in fear

Signs come down at last on the High Street

(Picture Newbury Weekly News)

The open road looks open lndeed as the by-pass takes lbe
rush-that-never-was, - In the village, signs for through traffic
are no longer needed.



Looking towards Windmill Hill from Junction with West Ilsley Road looking north

0Old Stanmore Road

The road had been brought into use so that run-ins could be constructed connecting
the eastern carriageway to the A34 at either end of the village. On this day the section
of the A34 that ran through the village was used only by local traffic. In contrast, there
was a heavy flow of traffic on the bypass. This was the day the whole village had been
waiting for such a long time, and they were now able to look forward to a bit of peace
and quiet.

Wheatsheaf House 1966

The owners of Wheatsheaf House were now able to move back into their home which
had been extensively repaired.

The front page of the Newbury Weekly News of 15t September proclaimed, “Relief for
East Ilsley”, announcing that the contractors had made a special effort to open the
road for traffic on the previous Friday evening in time for a Bank Holiday rush that
never materialised. There were fewer cars on the A34 than on a normal weekend.




When the bypass opened on August Bank Holiday 1966 it was the only section of dual
carriageway on the A34. It would be another 20 years before all the road between
Oxford and Newbury became dual carriageway. Meanwhile it remained a single
carriageway from Oxford which still passed through Abingdon, Drayton, Steventon,
and the Harwell site and Gore Hill, before bypassing East Ilsley and continuing
through Chieveley and Donnington to Newbury. The last piece of the jigsaw was the
section which crossed the county border and the ancient Ridgeway, between East Ilsley
and Chilton.

Gore Hill had been an accident black spot when it was a single carriageway long before
the bypass was built because of a sharp bend at the brow of the hill, and other hazards
there. The road was finally straightened when the final section of dual carriageway
between Chilton and East Ilsley was completed in 1986, but on this busy trunk road
which now runs from the Midlands to Winchester, the section at East Ilsley has
become another ‘accident black spot’.

Just as, 60 years ago, anger at the dangerous traffic situation brought about the
building of the bypass, today there is similar anger and concern about the present
situation. The slip roads from East Ilsley joining the A34 going North and South,
although adequate for the volume of traffic in 1966, are now totally unsuitable and
dangerous to use now that a vastly increased volume of traffic passes relentlessly by at
high speed.

East Ilsley may be safer, but the danger has now moved a few hundred yards to the
West on the bypass itself.

The new road and the old, looking north

Black and white photographs of the construction by Bob Moulton.



